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or Donette Francis,
University of Miami
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* BA, Hunter College, 1959

* MA, Library Science, Columbia 1961
 Diagnosed at 45

 Publishes journal 1980

 Died in 1992

58 years old

Audre Lorde’s The Cancer Journals, 1980

Born 1934
Parents from Barbados& Carriacou
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Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life
of Oscar Wao, 2007

* Dominican American Writer

* Winner, Pulitizer Prize 2008
 Professor of Creative Writing,

* MIT (Mass. Institute of Technology)
* BA, Rutgers University, 1992

* MFA, Cornell University, 1995



https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media.salon.com/2013/09/junot_diaz2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.salon.com/2013/09/17/junot_diaz_orson_scott_card_is_a_cretinous_fool/&docid=dY3-Y6MG08P6KM&tbnid=1Mjx-LVSRMzVrM:&w=750&h=500&bih=681&biw=1426&ved=0ahUKEwi__Ky3ksrMAhUDqR4KHfWoCh8QMwg2KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.americanplacetheatre.org/content/roster/WAO_3D_BCforweb2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.americanplacetheatre.org/roster/show/the-brief-wondrous-life-of-oscar-wao&docid=T1Iw0v6vvNk89M&tbnid=kjFOCuWxdElMwM:&w=1200&h=1417&bih=681&biw=1426&ved=0ahUKEwjBiImKk8rMAhXFJR4KHRS7AGsQxiAIAg&iact=c&ictx=1




Edward Baugh, It Was the Singing, 2000




The Cancer Journals, 1980

« Each woman responds to the crisis that breast cancer
brings to her life out of a whole pattern, which is the
design of who she is and how her life has been lived.

The weave of her every day existence is the training
ground for how she handles crisis. ...| am a post-
mastectomy woman who believes our feelings need voice
in order to be recognized, respected and of use...Survival
is only part of the task; the other part is teaching (7).



Oscar Wao

It's never the changes we want that change everything.

This Is how It all starts: with your mother calling you into the bathroom.

You will remember what you were doing at that precise moment for the rest of your life.....She
was standing in front of the medicine cabinet mirror, naked from the waist up, her bra slung
about her waist like a torn sail, the scar on her back as vast and inconsolable as a sea. Ven
aca, she commanded. She is frowning at something on one of her breasts....she takes your
right hand and guides you. Your mom is rough in all things but this time she is gentle. Do you
feel that she asks in her too-familiar raspy voice? At first all you feel is the heat of her and the
density of the tissue like a bread that never stopped rising. She kneads your fingers into her.
You're as close as you've ever been and your breathing Is what you hear. Do you feel that?
She turns toward you. Cono, muchacha stop looking at me and feel. So you close your
eyes and your fingers are pushing down and...then suddenly without warning you do feel
something. A knot just beneath her skin, tight and secretive as a plot. And at that moment, for
reasons you will never quite understand, you are overcome by the feeling, the premonition,
that something in your life is about to change...l feel it, you say, too loudly. Lo siento. And
like that, everything changes. Before the winter is out the doctors remove that breast you
were kneading along with the axillary lymph node. Because of the operations she will have
trouble lifting her arm over her head for the rest of her life. Her hair begins to fall out, and one

day she pulls it all out herself and puts it inside a plastic bag. You change too. Not rlght away,
bt it hannens And it’s in that bathroom where it all beaine Where votl beain (53-54)



Anna in Between

e | want to show you something. Unhook me her mother says....Anna remains where she is, a
safe distance away from her mother. She does not move. In their household, they do not
expose their bodies, not to each other. Husbands and wives may have to bare their naked
bodies to each other, but not mothers and daughters. Here, I’ll help you....Her mother
removes her bra. She turns around. This is what | want you to see. Nothing has prepared
Anna for what her mother wants to show her. Nothing has prepared her for the lump pushing
out beneath the skin on her mother’s left breast or for the thin trail of partially dried blood
beneath it. Anna gasps. Instinctively, with no time to think, she throws her arms around her
mother’s neck and buries her head in the well of her shoulders. ..How long, she asks, How
long have you had this? Her mother, calm now, lifts her arm. Under her arm is another large
lump, her lymph nodes swollen, pushing against her skin. Oh Mummy! Anna clutches her
neck and squeezes her skin to stop her head from shaking. | haven’t told your father.” |
prayed every night for it to go away...Every morning at two o’clock | come here. | pray. | say
the rosary. It’s on my mind all the time. In the day, | am busy and | forget sometimes, but at
night | am alone. You need a doctor, Ana says. Her mother shakes her head. I’ll take you to
the doctor. A doctor can’t help me (47-49).



Words- Edward Baugh, It Was the Singing, 2000 -




Caribbean Literary Critics Lost




June Jordan, 1936-2002

« Born in Harlem of Jamaican Immigrant parents
* Graduate of Barnard College

« Poet of Numerous Collections

* Professor of African American Studies,

» Berkeley 1988-2002

 Directed Poetry for the People Program

 Died in 2002

» Breast Cancer, Berkeley California

* 65 years old



Barbara Christian 1943-2000

St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands

/ '6 lumbia University
7 ssor of English, City College 1965-72
, Berkeley 1972-2000
/ Established African American Studies Department
» Died of Breast Cancer
 Berkeley, California, 2000
« 57 years old




Nellie McKay 1930-2006




Take - Aways:
Cancer in Caribbean Literary Tradition
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