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B. FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Background

1. This document presents the resolutions adopted during the Forty-fourth Regular
Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), held in
the city of Asuncion, Paraguay, from 3 to 5 June 2014. The agenda, detailed documents,
and resolutions can be consulted at http://www.oas.org/en/44ga/.

2. The ministers of foreign affairs of the Member States of the American hemisphere
and other official delegates attended the meeting, as did representatives of the
governments accredited as Permanent Observers and representatives of Inter-American
System agencies, among them the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the
bodies that compose the Summit Implementation Review Group. The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Paraguay was elected President of this regular session of the General
Assembly.

3. The theme of this General Assembly was “Development with Social Inclusion,”
the topic addressed by heads of delegation in their presentations. The Secretary-General
of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, opened the meeting highlighting the force and vitality
of the OAS in the prosperous, democratic and stable Americas and called on the nations
to continue fighting inequality and seeking consensus.

4. In addition to the resolutions and declarations of this session, the General
Assembly unanimously approved the Declaration of Asuncion, which is presented as an
Annex to this document. The declaration calls on governments to “strengthen the
capacity of the countries to withstand external shocks so that the progress made in the
region in terms of eliminating hunger and poverty, especially extreme poverty, is
sustainable.” It recognizes that “social inclusion, equality and social justice are critical to
democracy.” This declaration is linked to resolution CD52.R11 (2013) on Social
Protection in Health, approved by the 52nd Directing Council.



http://www.oas.org/en/44ga/
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5. During the first day of the General Assembly, the Director of the Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Carissa F. Etienne and the Secretary-General of the
Organization of American States, signed a joint declaration with the objective of
strengthening cooperation between both institutions in the area of social inclusion,
pledging to join forces of both Hemispheric organizations in an effort to move toward
universal health coverage in the Americas, by expanding equitable access to
comprehensive, quality, people and community centered health services.

6. The majority of the recommendations and resolutions had been discussed and
agreed upon earlier by the Permanent Council. The items on which a consensus had not
been reached or new items proposed by the Member States were discussed in the General
Committee of the Assembly or in special working groups that met in parallel with the
plenary meeting.

7. The resolutions of interest to the Governing Bodies of the Pan American Health
Organization and related to its work as the specialized health agency of the Inter-
American System have been selected (table attached).

8. The Forty-fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of
American States will be held in Haiti, from 7 to 9 June 2015.

Action by the Directing Council

9. The Directing Council is invited to take note of this report.
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Table 1: Resolutions adopted by the Forty-fourth Regular Session of the OAS
General Assembly that are related to PAHO activities

Declaration of the OAS General Assembly

Relation to PAHO activities

AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-0/14)

DECLARATION OF ASUNCION
FOR THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION
OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
“DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

Linkage with “Social Protection in Health”
(Resolution CD52.R11 [2013]).

Resolutions of the Assembly

Relation to PAHO activities

AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-0O/14)

CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE CONTEXT OF
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE
HEMISPHERE

“Strategy and Plan of Action on Climate Change”
(Resolution CD51.R15 [2011]).

AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14)

ADVANCING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY: A
MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH

“Health, Human Security and Well-being”
(Resolution CD50.R16 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2819 (XLIV-0O/14)

SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES IN THE AMERICAS

“Strategy and Plan of Action on Urban Health”
(Resolution CD51.R4 [2011]).

AGI/RES. 2830 (XLIV-0/14)

NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY AND
HEALTH AND
INTER-AMERICAN RAPID PRODUCT-SAFETY
WARNING SYSTEM

Linkage with the International Health Regulations
(2005): “International Health Security:
Implementing the International Health Regulations
(IHR (2005)” CSP27.R13 [2007]), food safety
programs, and epidemic alert and response
programs.

“Strengthening National Regulatory Authorities for
Medicines and Biologicals”
(Resolution CD50.R9 [2010]).

PAHO participates in the Inter-American Network
for Consumer Safety and Health.



http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=23256&Itemid=270&lang=en
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=15057&Itemid=
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=9016&Itemid=
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=15079&Itemid=
http://www.paho.org/english/gov/csp/csp27.r13-e.pdf
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=8962&Itemid=
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Resolutions of the Assembly

Relation to PAHO activities

AG/RES. 2831 (XLIV-0/14)

PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY AND
STRENGTHENING OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

Linkage with the Department of Family, Gender,
and Life Course.

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

Linkage with the “Plan of Action for Implementing
the Gender Equality Policy”
(Resolution CD49.R12 [2009]).

AG/RES. 2828 (XLIV-0O/14)

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION
AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN
BOYS, GIRLS AND ADOLESCENTS OF BOTH
SEXES

Linkage with the Department of Family, Gender,
and Life Course.

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

“Preventing Violence and Injuries and Promoting
Safety: A Call for Action in the Region”
(Resolution CD48.R11 [2008]).

“Health, Human Security, and Well-being”
(Resolution CD50.R16 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2834 (XLIV-O/14)

TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF A STRATEGY
ON YOUTH FOR THE AMERICAS

Linkage with the Department of Family, Gender,
and Life Course.

“Regional Strategy for Improving Adolescent and
Youth Health”
(Resolution CD48.R5 [2008]).

“Plan of Action on Adolescent and Youth Health”
(Resolution CD49.R14 [2009]).

AG/RES. 2846 (XLIV-0O/14)

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE
SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

Linkage with the Department of External
Relations, Partnerships, and Governing Bodies.

Linkage with PAHO activities as part of the Joint
Summit Working Group.

Monitoring of health mandates and technical
contribution to support the OAS Summits of the
Americas Secretariat and the Host Government of
the VII Summit of the Americas 2015 (Panama).

AGIRES. 2841 (XLIV-O/14)

DRAFTING OF THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE
SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

Linkage with the Health Agenda for the Americas.
Linkage with the PAHO Strategic Plan 2014-2019.



http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2009/CD49.R12%20(Eng.).pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/cd/cd48.r11-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R16-e.pdf
http://www.paho.org/english/gov/cd/cd48.r5-e.pdf
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=3070&Itemid=
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Resolutions of the Assembly

Relation to PAHO activities

AG/RES. 2824 (XLIV-0/14)

RECOGNITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
DECADE FOR PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2847 (XLIV-0/14)

RECOGNITION AND PROMOTION OF THE
RIGHTS OF PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT IN
THE AMERICAS

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2854 (XLIV-O/14)

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES AND ITS TECHNICAL
SECRETARIAT

Linkage with “Disability: Prevention and
Rehabilitation in the Context of the Right to the
Enjoyment of the Highest Attainable Standard of
Physical and Mental Health and Other Related
Rights”

(Resolution CD47.R1 [2006]).

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

Through its activities related to the health of
people living with disabilities, PAHO will continue
to work in coordination with the institutions of the
Inter-American system to ensure compliance with
the commitments established in the Plan of Action
2006-2016.

AGIRES. 2825 (XLIV-O/14)

DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON
PROTECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF OLDER
PERSONS

Linkage with the Healthy Life Course Unit.

“Health and Aging”
(Resolution CSP26.R20 [2002]).

“Plan of Action on the Health of Older Persons,
Including Active and Healthy Aging”
(Resolution CD49.R15 [2009]).

Linkage with the Gender, Diversity, and Human
Rights Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2859 (XLIV-0O/14)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES FOR
DEVELOPMENT

“Strategy and Plan of Action on eHealth”
(Resolution CD51.R5 [2011]).

“Strategy and Plan of Action on Knowledge
Management and Communications”
(Resolution CSP28.R2 [2012]).



http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/cd/CD47.r1-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/csp/csp26.r20-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2009/CD49.R15%20(Eng.).pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=15041&Itemid=
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=18876&Itemid=270&lang=en
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Resolutions of the Assembly

Relation to PAHO activities

AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-0/14)

DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE
RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health of the Indigenous Peoples in the
Americas”
(Resolution CD47.R18 [2006]).

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

AG/RES. 2868 (XLIV-0/14)

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS IN THE SEARCH FOR NEW
APPROACHES AND EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS IN
THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION
OF POLICIES FOR ADDRESSING THE WORLD
DRUG PROBLEM IN THE AMERICAS

“Strategy on Substance Use and Public Health”
(Resolution CD50.R2 [2010]).

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

“Plan of Action on Psychoactive Substance Use
and Pubic Health” (Resolution CD51.R7 [2011]).

AG/RES. 2832 (XLIV-0O/14)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN
CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION,
PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION

OF BELEM DO PARA”

“Preventing Violence and Injuries and Promoting
Safety: A Call for Action in the Region”
(Resolution CD48.R11 [2008]).

“Health, Human Security, and Well-being”
(Resolution CD50.R16 [2010]).

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

AGIRES. 2863 (XLIV-0/14)

HUMAN RIGHTS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AND
GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

“Addressing the Causes of Disparities in Health
Service Access and Utilization for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Trans (LGBT) Persons”
(Resolution CD52.R6 [2013]).

AGIRES. 2829 (XLIV-O/14)

AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL,
INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR
PUNISHMENT

Linkage with the Gender and Cultural Diversity
Unit.

“Health and Human Rights”
(Resolution CD50.R8 [2010]).

Annex



http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/cd/CD47.r18-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=8930&Itemid=
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=15073&Itemid=
http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/cd/cd48.r11-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R16-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=23284&Itemid=270&lang=en
http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2010/CD50.R8-e.pdf
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Annex
AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-0/14)

DECLARATION OF ASUNCION FOR THE FORTY-FOURTH
REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
“DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 4, 2014)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE
MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in
San Asuncién, Paraguay, at the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly,

REAFFIRMING the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States,
the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Social Charter of the Americas, the Declaration on
Security in the Americas, and other inter-American instruments on promotion, protection, and
observance of human rights, in particular economic, social, and cultural rights;l’

CONSIDERING that, even though American States have taken measures to achieve the
integral development of their inhabitants, to buttress democracy and promote and protect human
rights, there still remain challenges in terms of poverty and extreme poverty, food security and
nutrition, discrimination, equity, equality and social inclusion, inclusive and quality education,
universal health coverage, decent, dignified and productive work, and citizen security;

RECOGNIZING that eradicating hunger and poverty, in particular extreme poverty,
requires the promotion of public social, economic and environmental policies that encourage,
among others, productivity, employment and sustainable and broad-based and inclusive
development in our nations;

CONCERNED that, in spite of the efforts made by the States, inequity and social
exclusion continue, in different measures, to adversely affect our Hemisphere, and that tackling
their causes and consequences is an imperative that should further unite the American states to
improve conditions for economic and social development and promote fairer, equitable and
inclusive societies, giving particular emphasis to the rights and participation of persons in
vulnerable situations;

CONSIDERING that people’s quality of life and the full enjoyment of their rights and
freedoms can be improved by minimizing the incidence and severity of territorial gaps with
concrete integral development actions in the areas of education, healthcare, and social inclusion,
bearing in mind the well-being of future generations;

RECOGNIZING the important contributions that women make to sustainable
development and economic growth, including their unpaid work in the home and providing care;

1. The United States is committed to the promotion and protection of and respect for human rights, and
reiterates that all human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated. ...
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and the need for women’s empowerment to eliminate gender inequality and achieve the full
enjoyment of their rights;

RECOGNIZING the contributions of migrants and their families, as well as their
collective and individual potential as agents of development in countries of origin, transit and
destination;

RECOGNIZING that universal access to quality and inclusive education, with special
attention given to individuals and groups in vulnerable situations, strengthens the development of
the individual, social inclusion, economic development and democratic institutions;

MINDFUL that health is essential for a full and productive life and that public health is
an investment that impacts on the quality of life of our society, and taking into account the
principles promoted by the Pan American Health Organization's Health Agenda for the Americas
2008-2017,;

RECOGNIZING that social inclusion, equality of opportunity, equity and social justice
are critical to democracy; and that the promotion, protection and effective exercise of human
rights, in particular economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as access to justice, and dialogue
among all sectors of the population, are essential for the strengthening of democracy;?

REAFFIRMING that the basis and purpose of citizen security is the protection of human
beings, and that the rule of law, the full respect for human rights, the fight against impunity, and
integral development strengthen the conditions of citizen security;

EMPHASIZING the important role that public-private partnerships, with the participation
of civil society and other social actors, can play in advancing comprehensive development;

RECOGNIZING that financial inclusion contributes to greater social inclusion, as well as
the reduction of income inequality and poverty;

RECOGNIZING that information and communication technologies (ICTs), used in
accordance with the universal principles of human rights, are effective instruments for the
sustainable development of inclusive knowledge-based societies, the creation of opportunities, the
promotion of cooperation among the peoples of the Americas and the exercise of human rights;

REAFFIRMING that family farming and small farmers are an important basis for
sustainable food production aimed at achieving food and nutrition security, and recognizing the
important contribution that family farming can play in eradicating poverty in the attainment of the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals;

AWARE that climate change has adverse impacts throughout the Americas, causing
deterioration in quality of life and the environment for present and future generations, and that
Member States face significant risks from the adverse impacts of climate change, particularly
those vulnerable in accordance with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, and require adaptation strategies to counteract such effects;

2 1dem.
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CONVINCED of the importance of promoting public policy, legislative and institutional
frameworks for disaster risk reduction in order to reduce the loss of human lives and social,
economic and environmental impacts that affect our societies;

CONSIDERING the importance of adopting effective measures that permit countries to
overcome the transit challenges they face as landlocked developing countries and reaffirming the
will to effectively implement the Almaty Program of Action approved by resolution
A/RES/58/201 in the United Nations General Assembly, as well as existing agreements in their
transit transport systems;

RECALLING the United Nations General Assembly Resolution, A/RES/67/2086,
highlighting the importance of coordinated, balanced and integrated actions to address the
sustainable development challenges facing Small Island Developing States (SIDS); welcoming its
designation of 2014 as the international year of SIDS; and noting that countries with low-lying
coastal areas face similar challenges to their sustainable development;

RECOGNIZING the challenges faced by Member States that are small, vulnerable,
highly-indebted and middle-income;

BEARING IN MIND UN Resolution A/RES/68/222 approved by the General Assembly
on December 20, 2013 “Development cooperation with middle-income countries”, we recognize
also that the middle-income countries still face significant challenges in their efforts to achieve
the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals;

WELCOMING the celebration of the 100™ anniversary of the Panama Canal on August
15 2014 an interoceanic passageway that contributes to the economic and sustainable
development of the Hemisphere, and whose project to expand the canal will enable greater
openness and facilitation of maritime trade in the region;

UNDERSCORING that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the
common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of democratic
principles, and that a goal of the Organization of American States, through its Inter-American
Council for Integral Development, is to promote cooperation among the member states with a
view to achieving their integral development and, in particular, to contribute to the elimination of
poverty;

MINDFUL of the need to strengthen the coordinated efforts of the OAS with member
states and with the institutions of the inter-American system, especially where the goals
associated with the promotion and strengthening of integral development are concerned,

DECLARE:

1. TO COMMIT their efforts to eradicating hunger and poverty, in particular
extreme poverty, combating inequity, inequality, discrimination, and social exclusion, and
increasing equitable access to health services, as well as to quality and inclusive education;
priority objectives which should inform actions of the inter-American system.
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2. TO STRENGTHEN the capacity of the countries to withstand external shocks so
that the progress made in the region in terms of eliminating hunger and poverty, especially
extreme poverty, is sustainable.

3. TO RECOGNIZE the work currently underway on the post 2015 development
agenda and to request that the General Secretariat incorporate, as appropriate, the results in its
programs, projects, and activities.

4. TO ENCOURAGE inter-sectoral public policies on social protection and
inclusion to strengthen respect for human rights and the adoption of comprehensive measures
for the full and effective participation in society of all persons, in particular those in
vulnerable situations; and to prevent, combat, and eradicate all forms of discrimination and
intolerance.

5. TO ENCOURAGE the formulation and implementation of comprehensive and
inclusive economic and social policies to deepen economic development with equity, foster
investment and entrepreneurship, and generate decent, dignified, and productive work in all
sectors, so as to reduce income and social inequalities.

6. TO STRENGTHEN efforts to ensure full equity and equality of access,
opportunities, participation, and leadership of women in development, in accordance with
international commitments adopted by states aimed at achieving full and equal participation
for women in all spheres of society.

7. TO UNDERSCORE the need to develop and implement public policies,
respectful of human rights, that favor the social inclusion of migrants, encourage exchanges
of best practices amongst Member States, and create the necessary conditions for
recognizing, optimizing, and maximizing the benefits of migration for the development of the
countries of the Americas.

8. TO PROMOTE inclusive professional and technical training, as well as the
development of mechanisms for skills certification in order to facilitate job market access and
reinsertion; support personal and professional advancement, with an emphasis on innovation;
and maximize productivity in the economy and institution building.

9. TO DEVELOP AND STRENGTHEN policies for improving availability, access
and quality of health services, and that their delivery is culturally acceptable, and the
promotion of healthy lifestyles for the population, particularly for persons and groups in
vulnerable situations, promoting universal health coverage, with emphasis on preventive care
programs.

10. TO CONTINUE to promote and uphold democratic principles, human rights,
access to justice for all and to foster social dialogue, as essential elements for social,
economic, and cultural development, bearing in mind that democracy and integral
development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

11. TO STRENGTHEN a multidimensional approach in their citizen security
policies that contributes to integral development and social justice, that promotes community
participation to contribute to reducing and preventing violence and crime in all its forms,
taking into account that development and security are interlinked and mutually reinforcing.

4
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12. TO STIMULATE AND STRENGTHEN public-private partnerships, with the
participation of other stakeholders, in order to eliminate poverty, in particular extreme
poverty, and advance comprehensive development of the Americas, taking into consideration
the role of the State and corporate social responsibility.

13. TO STRENGTHEN public policies for the planning, creation, and modernization
of physical infrastructure for transportation, energy, and connectivity, given the strategic role
that they play in driving economies, generating employment, and promoting sustainable
development.

14. TO REITERATE the need to adopt public policies for fair, equitable, and non-
discriminatory access to basic public services, including safe drinking water and basic
sanitation, as necessary measures to achieve integral development. Likewise, to promote and
foster comprehensive public policies aimed at meeting housing needs among the poorest and
most vulnerable segments of the population.

15. TO ENCOURAGE the promotion of financial inclusion policies that enhance
access to and the use of affordable and quality financial services and strengthen the financial
capability of excluded or underserved households, micro- and small businesses, cooperatives
and other units of production as well as the promotion of financial education programs.

16. TO REAFFIRM that the expansion of access, appropriation and use of
information and communication technologies (ICTs), under the principles of equity,
universality and availability, in a framework of global cooperation and respect for human
rights, contribute to poverty reduction, sustainable development, and social inclusion that
facilitates access to information, education and freedom of expression. In this context, to
underscore the role of the bodies of the inter-American system in the promotion and adoption
of innovative and reliable ICTs in the Americas, reducing the digital divide.

17. TO PROMOTE inter-sectoral policies and strategies to encourage sustainable
development and achieve food and nutrition security, by strengthening family and
smallholder farming, which should take into account production and supply of local products,
including highly nutritional products.

18. TO CONTINUE AND TO STRENGTHEN our efforts towards the achievements
of commitments made in the area of sustainable development and climate change to counter
the adverse effects of climate change; build the capacity of the states, populations, and
vulnerable ecosystems to adapt to climate change; and step up efforts to mitigate greenhouse
gas emissions, in accordance with the principles, objectives and provisions of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

19. TO STRENGTHEN public policies on comprehensive disaster risk management
that promote the participation of all levels of government and society, and which contribute to
the improvement of quality of life of individuals and to sustainable development.

20. TO GIVE necessary support to the condition of landlocked developing country in
the implementation of effective mechanisms to allow for the overcoming of their
vulnerabilities and problems stemming from this situation, allowing the freedom of transit
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through the territory of transit states by all means of transport in a manner consistent with
applicable international laws, international conventions and bilateral agreements requesting
the preparation of a report from the General Secretariat on the difficulties and advances in
this respect.

21. TO ENCOURAGE all member states, the Inter-American system and all other
stakeholders to take advantage of the International Year of Small Island Developing States, to
promote actions at all levels, including through international, regional and subregional
cooperation, as appropriate, aimed at the achievement of sustainable development of Small
Island Developing States, including countries with low-lying coastal areas".

22. TO PROMOTE AND STRENGTHEN effective cooperation and partnership
building strategies amongst the States, as well as with relevant international institutions, with
the objective of promoting sustainable development with social inclusion, consistent with
national priorities and interests.

23. TO PROMOTE cooperation among member states with a view to achieving their
integral development, and to contribute to the elimination of poverty, in particular extreme
poverty. To this end, to entrust the OAS General Secretariat to support the coordination of
cooperation efforts through existing mechanisms and instruments, and to generate synergies
with institutions of the Inter-American System and take necessary steps to establish greater
coordination, as appropriate, amongst the OAS, IDB, ECLAC and PAHO.
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FOOTNOTES

1. ... The United States believes that civil and political rights are as important as
economic, social and cultural rights to achieving development with social inclusion; all
individuals rely on civil and political rights so that they can participate actively in the
development of policies and programs to address poverty and discrimination and to provide
for education, health care, food security and decent work. In particular, the exercise of civil
and political rights plays the central role in strengthening democracy. Further, we understand
the resolution’s reaffirmation of prior documents to apply to those who affirmed them
initially.

2. ldem.




