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Who Are We? 

http://jamaicacancersociety.org/about/


National Situation 

• Breast cancer is the leading cancer among 

Jamaican women followed by cervical 

cancer. 

 

• The age standardized incidence rate is 43.1 

per 100,000 women and the age 

standardized mortality rate is 18.3 per 

100,000.  Approximately 300 women die 

annually from breast cancer.  

 

• The age standardized incidence rate for 

cervical cancer is 17.4 per 100,000 women 

and the mortality rate is 15.8 per 100,000.  

Approximately 200 women die annually 

from cervical cancer. 

 

• As a country, we are currently screening 

below 10 percent of the eligible population. 
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Breast Cervix uteri Corpus uteri Colon Rectum

1993-1997 43.2 25.2 9.8 10 3.5

1998-2002 40.1 19 10.3 9.4 3.6

2003-2007 43.1 17.4 11.5 8.8 4
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Trend in the average age standardized incidence per 100,000 for the commonest 
cancers in femalesKingston and St. Andrew , Jamaica   

Source: Gibson et al, Age-specific incidence of cancer 
in Kingston and St Andrew, Jamaica 5 



Lack of national screening programmes 

 

Low population coverage 

 

Cultural norms/social stigma 

 

Migration of trained human resource 

 

Competing priorities/allocation of scarce resources 

 

Women from lower socioeconomic status do not have access to screening 

 

 Long waiting periods  within the public hospitals  for women to access treatment 

 

Cost to access treatment privately prohibitive 

 

No mammography machine in the public health sector 

 

 

 

 

Challenges 



Prevalence of Behavioural Risk Factors   
Jamaican, Adults 15-74 years old 

RISK FACTOR JHLSII-2007 (%) 

Physical Inactivity 43.0 

Tobacco Use (current) 7.2 

Overweight 27.0 

Obesity 37.7 

Alcohol use (current) 49.2 

7 
Source: Wilks et al, Jamaica Health and Lifestyle Survey  II 



National Screening Guidelines 

 

 Self-breast examinations are encouraged monthly. 

 Clinical examinations are encouraged annually. 

 Mammography screening  starts at age 40 and continues as long as the woman is in good 

health. 

 Cervical cancer screening begins at age 21 and continues until age 75. 

 Screening may be discontinued at age 75 if the woman being screened has had two 

consecutive normal pap test results and has had no abnormal smears within the previous 5 

years.   

 

 

 



Collaboration & Partnerships 



Healthy 
Caribbean 
Coalition 

The 
American 
Cancer 
Society 

Jamaica 
Cancer 
Society 

The 
Australian 

Government 

PAHO/WHO 



Advocacy Action 

The Jamaica Cancer Society has had a long partnership with the Jamaican Government and 

the Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica over the years.   

 

 The Society built the Hope Institute and presented it to the Government in 1973 

 Launched the first national cervical cancer screening and brought access to over 2000 

underserved women across the island in 1972 

 The work of the Cancer Society was endorsed by former Prime Minister , the Honourable Portia 

Simpson Miller – Jamaica’s only female PM 

 Launch and implementation of the first ever Regional Cervical Cancer E-Petition in 2013 

 Lobby Government to enact tobacco legislation for smoke free public spaces in 2013 

 Lobby Government to subsidized expensive cancer drugs 

 Draft of alcohol policy in 2014 

 Acquisition of mammography machine for the Society 

 Community engagement for screening and public education 

 Public education campaign encouraging healthy lifestyle practices and screening 

 Sponsorships and donations to support fundraising efforts of the Society 

 

 



National Strategic Plan for the Prevention and Control of 
Cancer for the period, 2013-2018 

◦The goal of the strategic 

and action plan is to 

reduce the preventable 

morbidity and disability 

and avoidable premature 

mortality due to cancer 

by 25% by 2025. 



Strategic Objective 

 
1. Reduce the incidence of preventable cancers through primary prevention and health 

promotion 

2. Identify cancer at its earliest stages through effective screening and early detection  

3. Improve the accessibility, availability and quality of cancer diagnostic and treatment 

services and programmes 

4.  Improve the quality of life of persons living with and affected by cancer through the 

provision of rehabilitative, supportive and palliative care in an integrated, equitable 

and sustainable way 

5. To reorient health care sector to support the delivery of services throughout the cancer 

care continuum.  

6. Improve the effectiveness of cancer control through cancer research and surveillance 

  



Opportunities for Collaboration 

Affordable HPV testing  

 

Introduction of HPV testing as part of screening protocol 

 

Technical support for training and development of professional human resource 

 

Technical support to analyze data from screening clinics to evaluate impact of 

programmes 

 

Technical support to launch national campaigns on healthy lifestyle practices 

 

 



Cervical Cancer Campaigns 

https://www.yumpu.com/it/jamaica


© Jamaica Cancer Society 

Cancer Ambassadors  
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Collaboration with the Media 



Medical Symposium 



Community Outreach 



Private Sector Support 
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Youth Engagement 



Community Engagement 



THANK YOU…..... 
 


